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Chapter 37 (Video Clip 37) - Interior Installation  

 

 

1464. Interior Installation 

 

 

 Cover Rear Seat Support 

 

1465. Cut the vinyl to approximately the 

size of the rear seat support. 

  

 

1466. Make a dry fit of the vinyl on the rear 

seat support and cut it to size. 

  

 

1467. Spray adhesive on half of the rear 

seat support and the back side of 

corresponding vinyl cover. Make sure you 

spray adhesive on the bottom edge and fold 

over portion. Spray adhesive in a cup and 

with gloves on wipe the adhesive with your 

fingers on any areas that you can't spray. 

After about 5 minutes of curing time, press 

the vinyl in place and smooth out. Repeat 

for other half of seat support. 
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1468. Rear seat support shown covered in 

the vinyl. 

 

 

 

Work on this section - 2 hours 

 

 

 Hood Access when Hood is Stuck Shut 

 

1469. With a hammer, wood dowel, light, 

long flat head screwdriver and the car on 

ramps you can gain access through the 

access hole, shown below, to loosen a stuck 

hood. For this to work the placement of the 

spare tire is important as shown in step 

1472 below. 

 

  

 

1470. To open the trunk you will need the 

access hole on the back side of the tire well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1471. From under the car looking forward 

and up is the view through the access hole. 

First try pushing the hood pin up with the 

wood dowel and a hammer. If that doesn't 

work try pushing the lever as shown with a 

long screwdriver. 
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1472. To be able to pop open the trunk the 

spare tire always needs to be replaced 

vertical. 

  

 

1473. The bottom wheel opening needs to 

be centered on the bottom, allowing access 

to the hood lock assembly. 

  

 

1474. This will be the view from the rear 

access hole. Not much of a view of hood 

lock, but if you are real lucky you can 

unlock the trunk, from under the car when 

necessary. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1475. As normal maintenance, check to 

make sure that you do not have any 

obstructions in the way of this access hole. 
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1476. An alternate access route is through 

the front access hole, but personally I have 

never had to use this method. The theory is 

to pry the cover enough to put a thin piece 

of cardboard (I would not keep the cover to 

tight) under it so that the plate can be 

rotated to loosen, then reach up and slide 

the lever as shown previously to open the 

trunk. 

 

  

 

1477. Another alternate access route, that is 

in one of the Bentley manuals, is by cutting 

the hood handle at the three locations as 

shown and then unscrew the top and bottom 

portions to remove the handle to open the 

hood. I have never used this method and I 

would make this a very last resort. 

Work on this section - 4 hours 

 

 Install new Pocket (Glove Box) 

 

1478. To remove the pocket (glove box), 

remove the bolt with an 8mm socket and 

the cable clamp screw with a Phillip 

screwdriver. 

  

 

1479. Drill out the brads on the old pocket 

hood unlock lever from inside the pocket 

(glove box). 
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1480. Drill out the brad on the pocket lever 

cable connection. 

  

 

1481. Install the lever on the new pocket 

with #8 x 32 screws on the inside of the 

pocket (glove box). 

  

 

1482. View of #8 x 32 nuts from the 

outside of the pocket (glove box). 

  

 

1483. Connect the cable connector, on the 

outside of the pocket (glove box). 
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1484. Pocket (glove box) lever shown in 

place in the car. 

  

 

1485. Pocket (glove box) temporary 

installed in the car. 

  

 

1486. Loosen pocket (glove box) nut to 

allow access to install the glove box 

retainer ring, then reinstall the pocket 

(glove box) 

  

 

1487. The pocket (glove box) came with 

plastic rivets as shown at left but I did not 

like the holding power of these rivets so I 

used #4 x 40 bolts which held more secure. 
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1488. The pocket (glove box)  ring secured 

in place with the bolts. Next trip to the 

hardware store I will pick up some Philips 

flat head screws and paint them black prior 

to installation. 

  

 

1489. Next install the pocket (glove box) 

door, check to make sure everything fits 

cleanly. 

  

 

1490. Use a hair dryer to heat up the rubber 

so the pedals will fit on pads easier and 

install the pedals pads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1491. Pedal pads shown installed. 
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1492. Install the mirror and interior light, as 

shown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1493. The installed mirror and interior light 

shown in place. 

 

 

 

Work on this section - 6 hours 

 

 

 Installing Speakers (Not Stock) 

 

1494. New speakers are from Retro Sound. 

 

 

  

 

1495. New speakers are from Retro Sound 

of the type and size as shown at left. 

 

2  Front - 4 1/2" round, 80W 

 

2 Rear -  6" X 9", 100W 
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1496. Remove the back cover of the rear 

seat with a Philip screwdriver. Speakers are 

the same size 6 x 9 as prior speakers so the 

cut-out hole is the same. 

 

  

 

1497. Lay the speaker on the cut-out hole to 

make sure that the connector holes match. 

  

 

1498. Insert the front face rim and screws, 

as shown. 

  

 

1499. Use 4mm x 0.75 screws and nuts and 

install the speakers from the rear, as shown. 
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1500. Note the black wire is (-) negative 

and the black and white wire is (+) positive. 

These connection will only fit one way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1501. Speakers shown from the inside of 

the rear cover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1502. Connect the back of the rear seat with 

#6 x 5/8" stainless steel screws. Speakers 

are shown from the outside of rear cover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1503. Close up of speaker grill attached. 

The wires will be connected after the seats 

are installed in the car. 

 

 

Work on this section - 2 hours 
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 Front Speakers 

 

1504. The existing front speakers were 5" 

round so the cut out did not match. I felt 

like the 5" speakers were to deep for the 

location, so I purchased a size smaller (4-

1/2") this time. I had to make a insert to 

make up the smaller hole diameter. I used a 

scroll saw to cut a thin piece of aluminum 

to size, as shown. 

 

Note: both old & new bolt pattern shown. 

 

  

 

1505. Speaker insert bolted in place with #8 

x 32 bolts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1506. Speaker insert show in place with 

new speaker connection clips installed. 

Speakers will be installed and the wires 

connected after the kick plate carpet is 

installed. 

 

Work on this section - 3 hours 

 

 

 Sound Insulation: 

 

1507. Clean the rear deck and floor pans off 

with a damp rag and dry the surface and 

then roll on the Quick Roof material. The 

back side of this material is sticky so it will 

stick to the metal. 
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1508. The rear deck shown covered. 

  

 

1509. Foil tape was applied over any 

seams. 

  

 

1510. Floor pans covered, as shown. 

  

 

1511. I purchased new heater junction pipes 

and took the old one off. I could not get the 

new one on, but I will try again when the 

car is up on jacks and the engine is out. 
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1512. I covered up the heater holes so the 

VW will not have a heater at this time, but 

a heater is rarely needed on the Gulf Coast 

when I will be driving this VW. 

 

Work on this section - 6 hours 

  

 

1513. The sound deadener kit came pre-cut 

for the fifteen parts as shown at the left. 

  

 

1514. I used spray adhesive and glued the 

padding to the floor pans, based on the 

above diagram. 

  

 

1515. Padding installed on the rocker 

panels, as shown. 
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1516. The new carpet came with the 10 

pieces as shown in the diagram at left. 

  

 

1517. I placed the right front rocker panel 

in place and located and cut the gas door 

knob hole. 

  

 

1518. After cutting the speaker hole, I 

sprayed glue from the backside on the 

edges to minimize the unraveling. 

  

 

1519. A view of the carpet after 

installation. 
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1520. Another view of the carpet after 

installation. 

  

 

1521. Another view of the carpet after 

installation. 

  

 

1522. While installing the carpet, I 

connected the front speaker wires. The 

small connection with black wire is (-) and 

the large connection with a black/white 

wire is the (+) wire, as discussed in step 

1500. 

  

 

1523. Then I installed the front speaker face 

plates. 
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1524. The front speaker cover installed, as 

shown. 

  

 

1525. Install the front seats. 

 

 

 

Work on this section - 6 hours 

 Door Panels 

 

1526. The new door panels, that I 

purchased from Mid America, did not have 

the ash tray insert on the right rear panel as 

the original. I had to take the old ash tray 

out and install it on the new panel. To do 

this I removed the ash tray from the old 

panel by depressing the catch as shown. 

  

 

1527. Then from the rear of the old panel 

bend up the clips on the ash tray case, as 

shown. 
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1528. Push the ash tray case out of panel. 

  

 

1529. Panel shown with the ash tray case 

removed. 

  

 

1530. The new panel did come with a 

partial cutout of the ash tray location on the 

back side of the panel. I only had a little 

cutting to complete the cut-out with a razor 

blade knife. 

  

 

1531. The rear side of the new panel shown 

with the cut-out removed. 
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1532. With a sharp razor blade cut an X in 

the vinyl opening, as shown. 

  

 

1533. Spray glue on the cut-out and the 

back of the panel, as shown. 

  

 

1534. Clean up the ash tray case and the ash 

tray with chrome polish. 

  

 

1535. After about five minutes when the 

glue has cured, fold over the surface 

covering as shown and press down so it will 

stick to adhesive. Then add 4 staples, as 

shown. 
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1536. Push the ash tray case into the cut-out 

from the front side. Bend over the clips 

with a flat head screwdriver, as shown. 

  

 

1537. Add the new ash tray to the case, as 

shown. 

  

 

1538. The thickest clear plastic that I could 

find at a local home improvement store was 

6 mil.  

 

Note: The vapor barrier that the VW supply 

store sells generally range from 10 to 14 

mils thick. 

  

 

1539. Roll out the vapor barrier  and lay the 

door panels on the plastic and trace the 

outline and mark all openings and door 

handles. Cut the sheeting approximately 

1/2" to 5/8" smaller than the marking. 

 

Work on this section - 3 hours 
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1540. With a 13mm wrench remove the 

arm rest connection from the back side of 

the old front door panels. 

  

 

1541. Lift off the arm rest and clean with 

warm soapy water and dry. 

  

 

1542. Since the new panel has multi cut-

outs  for the arm rest, use the old panel to 

mark the hole locations. 

  

 

1543. Remove the marked cut-outs, with a 

sharp razor blade. 
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1544. Install the arm rest on the new panel. 

  

 

1545. The old arm rest shown installed on 

the new front door panel, since the new 

panels came without arm rests. 

  

 

1546. Install the door panel connections 

clips by inserting the clips into the holes 

and sliding to the outside. 

  

 

1547. Since the back side of door panels are 

subject to getting wet, spray the back side 

with clear enamel paint to somewhat seal 

the back side of the panel. 
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1548. Install the door panel female rubber 

seal clips by pushing them into the holes, as 

shown. 

  

 

1549. The door panel rubber seal installed 

as shown.  

 

Note there are 23 seals on each front door 

panel and 9 seals on each rear panel. 

 

 

Work on this section - 3 hours 

  

 

1550. Add a seal of black automobile 

silicone around the perimeter of the rear 

quarter panel, as shown. 

  

 

1551. Press the plastic vapor barrier cutout 

from earlier on the rear quarter panel as 

shown. 
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1552. Press the rear quarter panel male 

clips into the rubber female seal clips. 

Repeat this procedure for the other quarter 

panel. 

  

 

1553. Add a bead of black automobile 

silicone around the perimeter of the front 

door panel area, as shown. 

  

 

1554. Press the plastic vapor barrier on the 

door panel area, as shown. 

  

 

1555. Press the front door panel male clips 

into the rubber female seal clips as before 

on the rear quarter panels. Repeat 

procedure for the other door. 
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1556. With a M5 x .90 flat head screw add 

all four window cranks, and add the trim 

cover for the two door handles. 

  

 

1557. All four interior panels are now 

installed. 

  

 

1558. Replace the emergency flasher knob 

insert by using a small flat screwdriver to 

pry the old one out, and with your fingers, 

push in the new insert. Emergency flasher 

shown replaced. 

  

 

1559. Also replace the washer knob insert 

and the two fresh air vent inserts, as shown. 

 

 

Work on this section - 4 hours 
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1560. Glue down the padding for the rear 

seat area. 

  

 

1561. Glue down the carpet for the rear seat 

area. 

  

 

1562. Use white plastic paint and paint both 

rear hinge cover guards for the top. 

 

  

 

1563. Install the rear top cover guards, as 

shown. 
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1564. Rear seat area complete except for 

the rear seat installation. 

 

 

 

  

 

1565. Install both rear seat kick-plates 

under the rear seat support bar, as shown. 

  

 

1566. Install padding on the back-side of 

the rear seat support bar, as shown. 

 

 

 

Work on this section - 3 hours 

 Radio Installation: 

 

1567. Temporary install the faceplate on 

the radio to set the infinimount shaft knobs 

location. 
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1568. Install the two infinimount shafts at 

the proper location and plug each plug into 

the radio. 

  

 

1569. Connection wires from the radio 

shown, labeled on left. 

  

 

1570. Retro Classic Model One C radio 

wiring diagram. 

  

 

1571. A blow up of the ISO Connectors.  
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1572. The speaker wire diagram. Note the 

speaker wires changes color as the wire 

approaches the speakers. 

  

 

1573. Radio installed and wires connected 

in the trunk. 

  

 

1574. Radio shown installed. 

 

 

 

  

 

1575. Connect the radio USB connector 

wire to the rear radio jack and install the 

USB connector unit under the dash as 

shown. 

 

Work on this section - 8 hours 
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1576. Install the rear seat back. 

  

 

1577. Install a heavy duty rubber sheet on 

the bottom of the rear seat bottom over the 

battery area. This is to keep from catching 

the car on fire should the seat depress on 

the battery cables. 

  

 

1578. Install the rear seat bottom.  

  

 

1579. Install the front seat skirts.  
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1580. Install the seat belt connector for the 

front seats. 

  

 

1581. Install the seat belt connector 

shoulder harness for the front seat. Use a 

17mm socket and M12 x 1.25 bolts as 

shown. 

  

 

1582. Install the rear seat belts. 

  

 

1583. Install the two grab assist handles for 

the back seats with #6 x 1/2" stainless steel 

screws. 
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1584. The interior is now complete. 

 

Work on this section - 6 hours 

Work effort this chapter - 56 hours 

Total hours - 660 
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